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THE '80S WERE heavy times for London’s
LGBTQ+ community. The Aids crisis,
reproductive rights activism and fighting back
against Section 28 - a Conservative law which
banned the ‘promotion’ of homosexuality in
schools - were live issues, and LGBTQ+ people
were regularly abused in the media and the
street. So thank goodness for photographers Jill
Posener, Tessa Boffin and Ingrid Pollard.
Thesethree women documented the lives
oflesbian Londonersinthe ‘80sand early '90s,
putting forward a positive alternative that
celebrated queer female identity. Theirimages
touch onthe homophobicrepresentation of
LGBTQ+ peopleinthe press, gender expression

18

Ingrid Pollard, ‘Performance outside
The Fridge, Brixton’, ¢.1990

andthe waysin which queer women made
themselves visible - from cabaretand theatre to
activist book fairs, clubs and graffiti.

Work by the three women features in ‘Hot
Moment’, anew free exhibition at Bethnal Green’s
AutoItaliagallery. Allthe imageson display were
captured around the city atatime of great struggle
forthe LGBTQ+ community, and they’restill
essential viewingtoday. Getdown thereinahot
second. ®ElHunt
- Auto Italia. Cambridge Heath Overground. Until Mar 14. Free.

See more London snaps at
timeout.com/photography
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